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these years will not last forever

but they will propel us into the lives
we were always meant to live

and we will live those lives

for as long

and as slow

and in whatever way

we’re meant to live them

how many of you will I know in five years
and how will we know each other

or will I just remember you

as the ones who were there, bearing witness
when I let my heart run wild and free

one last time

it’s hard to see that far ahead
with the smell of smoke and sulfur thick in the air

but also it’s hard to imagine a future
where you're absent

when you all have taught me

so much

about how to start

loving

myself
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2 LETTING GO

letting go

how long will T linger here

revisiting thirty-two

trying to cram

decades of lost experience

into a few short years

all of us

understanding things about each other
like no one ever has

but also

a gulf

watching all of you

embrace life

for the first time

and me haunted by the pale reflection
of having been here before

of knowing these lessons

but having missed the mark

how do I let go of the woman
i will never get to be
and embrace the one I am

AGAIN

an iris and chrysanthemum

may spend time in the garden together
but two spring blooms

do not face a fall flower

the same way

they look

at each other

eventually

i will need to let go
of this dream

of a young woman
and accept

the life

of an evening star
and maybe

that’s already upon me
and the grief I feel

is knowing

the precious years

are ending

and that it’s time

to start again

for real
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4 LETTING GO

instead

dedicated to my feminist heroes from the 1990s

we should be

on a porch somewhere
sipping wine, or a beer
or tea

reminiscing about

our wild old days
raising an eyebrow

at the youth

while secretly smiling
at the world

we built

for them

instead

i am outside

looking through that ripped
screen

door

that you and your goddesses
would never open

for a woman like me

so instead

i surround myself

with the others

and we will keep building the future
your fear

kept from us

SEXTEXT 2024 AND ONE QUARTER 33

closer now

to the hard one

but another friendship
separate from her

your bursting laugh infectious
your advice invaluable

only compassion

that I almost

fell in love

with your wife

finally you

“defies a name”

is that what I said?

the sly one accused me of
catching feelings from sex

but I had already let

the feelings catch me

waiting for you to catch up

only to realize

i was suddenly on the track alone

these are not the lessons

i wanted us to learn

the grief comes in waves

not really about you anymore
instead — all the wasted years
and the things I'll never have

eventually, when the moon’s at apogee
low tide will let me

leave this beach

but for now

i’ll linger

and add

my tears

to the waves
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6 LETTING GO

into the groove

i launch off my left foot

and slide on my right

into the living room turned dance floor

left foot dragging behind me, then up on its big toe
my slide nearly timed to the drop

so I pause, correcting for drift

and then swing my hips down and my arms up
returning to that moment beyond time

that all dancers go to

fourteen, hearing a pop star sing
“only when I'm dancing

can I feel this free”

and thinking “that sounds nice
could it be for me?”

in one smooth motion

i swivel my left foot down on its heel

bend my right knee

and then push down with my hands

palms parallel the floor, perpendicular with my arms
like I saw that drag faerie do

all those years ago

in seattle at neighbors

MANNERS

are you worried about hurting me?
or my hurting you?

or is it just your texas born shame
that clouds everything?

or are the clouds my shame

having dared to ask someone to love me
the way I wanted be loved

and the answer was no

again

my codependent heart torn

between wanting to give you

everything you need

and learning that this does not include me

we’ve always been two girls

trying to think our way

in and out of our feelings together
and as I work through my grief

i hope that you're able to embrace
whatever it is

your manners are hiding

and tell someone

even if
that someone’s
not me

31
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now

the idea that

i should have known
and acted sooner
haunts me

but

had I acted sooner

i wouldn’t know any of you
the way I know you
now

and knowing you all
the way I know you
now

is worth everything

LETTING GO

SOME SUNDAYS

29
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10 LETTING GO

sextet 2024

the sunlight

that was peeking over the valley walls

as we all bedded down

has grown bold

and now peeks through the blinds instead
framing your eyes perfectly

as we all begin to stir

my first night in ages

feeling the warm kind touch

of a friend

and you, the evening before
cross legged on the floor

not caring that our limbs
fall casually on to each other
our smiles easy

our bond

that defies a name

growing stronger

with every shared word

and your radiant smile
masking, perhaps, your grief
but you keep moving
growing more powerful
beautiful

and strykingly monstrous
i’'m unsurprised

when we realize

it was your hand

pulling my hair

in that pile of

six warm bodies

DIFFERENT WAY

and I grieve

letting go

of the you that never was
the you I was ready

to trust implicitly

with my heart

and I hope

the woman that’s there
is one

i still want to know
and that I can find

a different way

to love you

27
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12 LETTING GO

through the wilderness

the first time we met

i resisted the urge

to kiss you — honoring my agreements
and as you took your leave

i entered my number into your phone
and described myself as

“the lady from portland you almost kissed at that party”
and then gave you a look

and you left

an hour later — our lipstick smudged
and had you said the word

i’d have come to your room

and ground my agreements

against your thighs

until they were dust

the second time we met
your city washed clean
by a june thunder storm
dinner

your nail

gently scraping the skin
of my middle finger
your wicked smile

as you saw the places

it took me

WORRY

and worst of all
none of this stops me
from saying

“you should take me home
give me your weed
and anything else you want to”

and I worry

about my delight
when his eyes
light up

in thirsty disbelief

25
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14 LETTING GO

the third time we met

my hand exploring the depth
that was not minimal

hearing your moans

same as mine

on that bridge in that park
as you whispered those things
in my ear

coffee and laughs

on your couch in the morning
after the dawn hours

with your head on my shoulder
crying

as I ran my fingers

through your hair

soothing you

hush little baby/don’t say a word

our trip too short
tender confessions without possession

i imagine our fourth time
and smile at memories
waiting to be made

but I do wonder

how all that came next
might have been different
if not for the chaperone
of cities too distant

FRONTIER DISCOVERY

but unbidden, I wonder

if I was young again

prettier

if my curves were there

but less and smoother

skin free of blemishes

no varicose veins

NO eczema scars

if I was more relentless about pursuing
a certain sort of feminine beauty

if this new middle aged body

that I love

had a crown of blonde hair like hers
instead of grey and

faint dishwasher brown, what then

and if, when I was as old then

as you are now

i could have known my feelings

and looked them in the eye

and claimed the body and life I wanted
instead of making myself small and compliant
and settling for scraps

if any of that were true
could I have charmed my way past the frontier guards
stationed outside your heart

could I have made my way inside
taken up residence

like a naive teenage romantic
and waited for you

to discover me

23



qT

S90UuaNDbasU0D 9] JO Sso[pIedal
Ay1ae13

s, ouoAue 10

$,9U0WOS IO

INOA Ol [[B] 0}

9OURTYD 1SO[ 9T} IOAO
Afoyoueowr

093 anq djot] 3,ued T Inq

9q 0} jueAW JOU

ope]

SOSIOATUIL 9SOY} JO SO
SUOISIOAP JYSLI 91} el PUe
11 Jnoqe Y[e) oM Se

Ioye] sAep pue

SOIJI019N( Y[} I0] WOOI AJUO SUIARS]

OeWO)s IMOK Jo o Ire oy} [ seysnd 11 ye7)
o8re[ os

SoTI[IqIss0d JO OSIOAIYNUIL ®©

JuRISUL UR U

$9)8I0

SSIY MU

JO 1108 UTR]IOD B 9IOYM

suryy ey s,0107)

A1Aea3d

ALIAVHD

dn 1e1jo yoes yord 0y

aIoY[) [[I9S 9I,0M [NJojeIsd W, puw
150110] & SulI0[dxo JO oInjeu oy} S,Jer[)
J[nRJ S,0U0 OU SIT

O[qUUNY)S oM USYM pUR

a10[dx0 0}

SSUI[e9] JO 1S91I0] MOU ®

PuUnoj Yioq oARY om

suorjodlur oY) pue

s[id oy 09 syuey)

MOT] pu®

MOU dIe NOA uey}

uoY} I9p[O Sem | pue

oWl 0} AIO}1I9) parojdxoun

9I9M )Ied1] pue pulll AW jo

SUIOALD 97} USM OUWII} © SBM I} )
J[osAUI puIwel pue

JUOIS AR)S pue onduoy AW 991q T JNq

.420®q YNy ‘noA punore 9sot}
PUR NOA OYR}IOAO POJRaId oA Ad1}
SOOUR)SWINIILD Y} [IIUN WeIW NOA,
SpIom AW Ul 10

NOA AJIISAUL SOWI)OUWOS AD([} USY) UOAD pUR
pouaddey oA Ao} IojJe [[om [IUN SSUIE0] INOA JO
aIRME JOU UDIJO I NOA ()

oul [[9) NOA

AJIOAOISIP I91JUOIJ

0D ONILILHAT 44



16 LETTING GO

catch

i watch my friends

falling into each other’s arms
learning

what these new, impossible bodies
and feelings

are capable of

and my heart swells

joyful to know them

to stand with them
comrades

or maybe,

when I want to cry a little
sisters

and then — inevitably

i remember

when I was that young and
learning

what I could settle for

in a body, and mind, that
never fit quite right

and no one to tell me

who, or what, I was

SHE DESERVED IT

so I will tell her

about my dreams

and I will tell her

how the world stopped when our lips met

and why the risk is a fear worth facing

but my lopsided heart knows that I need this more than her
and my lopsided heart knows how that story goes
but if the wax on my wings is going to melt

then it should melt

and if a ship smashed on the rocks

can be made sea worthy again

then maybe this will show

my lopsided heart

that it wasn’t her fault

and she deserved all the love she needed

21
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18 LETTING GO

she deserved it

we're clinging to each other
naked

in that grey morning light

my finger running across your bare shoulders
your smile filling me

and then I start awake

empty bed, the rest of it fading
and I already regret

i feel too timid

to tell you

my dream

it’s not that I disagree
when I hear you say
our friendship is

too important

it’s that

i wish

i knew

if any part of you
wanted

to risk it

as much as i do

all romantics learn

in our own time

that letting a

heart run wild and free
has consequences

and as hair greys

we temper our hearts
into shapes

that fit

the lives we want

SHE DESERVED IT

but sometimes that heart

isn’t your own

sometimes the world hides

your real heart away

in a box made of tar

so a little girl builds a new heart

from discarded parts

lopsided, charming even

but one that’s unable to hold any shape for long

and that girl enters the world
and lets her lopsided heart
run wild and free

and when the consequences
can’t temper it

into the shape

of the life

she wants

she moves on to the next one
again, and again, and again
looking for the life

that will never fit

and exhausted

she decides between
accepting her life of quiet misery
or quietly ending it
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