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Both
bookstelltrue

stories,are
wellwritten,

and
areworth

yourtim
e,butasIfinished

them
I

found
m

yselffrustrated
by

m
issing

perspectives.
It’strue,asHerrera

sellsus,thata
fullem

brace
of

our
desires

can
be

liberating
and

it’s
true,

as
M

cCann
rem

inds
us,

that
legalattacks

on
these

spaces
are

an
assault

on
generalliberty

and
should

bestopped,butneitherbook
lingered

longon
how

awkward
thesespacescan

be,orhow
lonely

and
furtive

they
were

in
the

Reagan
and

im
m

ediate
post-Reagan

years
in

A
m

erica.
Lip

service
waspaid

to
how

these
spaceswere

also
frequented

by
trans

people
but

how
that

went
forthem

wasleftout.Ididn’tseem
e–

and
that

m
eantIhad

m
y

way
into

the
project.

O
nceIwasback

in
theseyearstherestcam

e
like

a
flood,and

I
was

rem
inded

why
I

didn’t
wantto,butneeded

to,revisitthisera.
Thisisan

unflattering
work.I’m

notproud
ofthe

way
I

treated
m

yself,allowed
m

yselfto
be

treated,ortreated
the

othersaround
m

e.If
aspectsofsex

with
m

en
orsex

with
aggressive

people
are

com
plicated

foryou
please

be
ready

to
putitdown.

Alana
Storm

April2025
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Iwas.
H

ow
quickly

after
that

m
y

dress
fellto

the
floor.You

were
there,no

need
to

rehash
details,

save
one.Thatm

om
enthalfway

through
where

you
gently

cupped
m

y
breastin

yourhand
and

told
m

em
y

body
wasbeautiful.And

how,m
ost

rem
arkably

ofall,Ibelieved
whatyou

were
say-

ing.Isentyou
m

y
num

berand
sm

iled
asIleft–

you
pulling

thoseskinny
jeansback

on
preparing

forwork.Ifloated
on

the
walk

back
to

m
y

car,
basking

in
the

powerofthisnew
body,and

re-
flecting

on
the

ways
Ican

chase
desire

with
so

m
uch

lessconflictin
m

y
heart.Ipassa

wom
an

m
y

age
and

we
sm

ile
ateach

other–
Im

ake
up

a
story

thatshe
recognizesm

y
justfucked

hair
and

approveswith
a

touch
ofenvy.

I
was

–
disappointed

–
when

I
didn’t

hear
from

you.
A

rookie
m

ove
I

suppose.
Sending

m
y

num
berinstead

ofgetting
yours.The

disap-
pointm

entm
ultiplied

when
yourG

rindraccount
stayed

silent,unchecked,and
eventually

deleted.
Iim

aginem
yselfa

youngerwom
an,and

being
angry

aboutthisghostingrejection.Quietly
stak-

ingoutyourbuilding,arrangingachancem
eeting.

O
ccasionally

therearebenefitsto
having

arrived

49

Leavethehouse,takea
left,and

then
another

leftonto
Brian

Ave.PassSagewood,Teakwood,
Shetland,

Patrice,
and

Palm
dale

to
reach

the
D

annybrooke
apartm

ent
com

plex.
Trespass

–
head

back
and

to
theright.Follow

thewirefence
untilitstops.There’sa

door-sized
gap

between
it

and
a

second
wooden

fence.
A

n
affordance

allowing
residentsand

children
accessto

theback
ally

ofthe
shopping

center.
Continue

south
to

your
first

stop,
Transit

Lanes.A
bowlingalleywith

asm
allarcade.Drop

som
equarters,play

som
evideo

gam
es,and

then
continue

south,crossing
TransitRoad

when
the

traffi
cclears.ContinueundertheSheridan

Drive
overpass.Crosstheparking

lotfortheold
Sheri-

dan
CourtM

otel,and
head

southwestuntilyou
reach

yourfinaldestination
–

Eastern
HillsM

all.
W

ork
yourway

through
thezig-zagging

corri-
dorsattheheightofm

allculture.W
alden

Books,
Cavages,NationalRecord

M
art.Theubiquitous

arcadeacrossfrom
thecinem

a
(drop

a
few

m
ore

quarters),Electronics
Boutique,the

engraving
shop

thatsold
zippo

lighters,K
B

Toys,theHar-
vestH

ouse
Cafeteria

with
itsm

id-century
vibe,

the
W

oolworthsvideo
gam

essection
thatsom

e-
tim

eshad
an

NES
setup

forfreeplay.Theposter
shop,and

finally
the

food
court.
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west.
Finishing

a
coffee

at
the

French
bakery

when
you

tapped
m

y
profile.I’d

neverseen
som

e-
onewithin

700
feetbefore,and

Idon’tthink
I’ve

seen
a

prettierboy
on

the
apps.Isentm

y
usual

m
issives

and
you

responded
like

a
hum

an.
A

s
Istarted

walking
to

m
y

car,parked
up

by
the

lowerM
acleay

trailhead,Irealized
Iwanted

to
throw

caution
to

the
wind

and
m

eet
you

right
now.W

hen
Iasked

the
$64,000

question
you

said
yourlastgirlfriend

had
been

transand
that,you

didn’t
know,

there
was

just
som

ething
about

trans
wom

en
you

found
incredibly

attractive.
There

are
worse

answers,and
while

Ihave
som

e
friends

who
would

judge
m

e
for

saying
this

–
chasing

is
sort

ofa
spectrum

.
A

nd
you

were
pretty.

Iwasslightly
nervouswaiting

foryou
on

the
cornerand

relieved
when

Isaw
you

in
thedistance

with
yourm

edium
-sized

dog.
Irem

em
beryour

big
goofy

sm
ile

asyou
told

m
e

aboutm
oving

to
the

city
from

that
hippie

college
town

and
the

friendsyou
had

up
here.W

erolled
oureyesa

bit
atthewealth

thatsurrounded
us,and

how
m

uch
the

city
had

changed
in

the
past

twenty
years.

W
e

were
both

gratefulforthe
pocketsthatstill

existed.Yourautistic
enthusiasm

charm
ed

m
e.

47

bar.Theiradvertising
cam

paign
was“The

RIT
alcoholpolicy

preventsusfrom
advertising

drink
specialsatThe

Ritz”.
Thegam

eroom
had

m
aybehalfa

dozen
pin-

ballm
achinesand

twice
thatm

any
arcade

cabi-
nets.M

ostofthespacewasdedicated
to

a
num

-
ber

oflarge
regulation-sized

pooltables.
A

lso,
partitioned

off
to

the
rightbehind

windowswas
a

sm
allbowling

alley.Billardsand
bowling

were
considered

two
ofthe

easy
A

s
for

our
physical

education
requirem

ents.
This

area
of

the
Student

U
nion

was
busy

during
lunchtim

e
and

class
switchovers,butat

other
tim

es
it

was
dead

quiet.
The

occasional
sounds

ofa
poolballclacking

from
one

ofthe
aspiring

sharks
and

the
endless

loop
ofarcade

m
achinesin

attractm
ode.O

n
Saturdaysitwas

sparsely
populated.

O
n

Sundays
m

ost
of

the
studentunion

was
closed,its

m
ain

doors
often

locked
–

butifyou
knew

the
tunnelsystem

you
could

find
yourway

in.
Directly

acrossfrom
the

gam
e

room
wasone

ofthe
largerm

en’sbathroom
son

cam
pus.

It
was

a
two-room

affair
–

or
one

big
room

with
a

dividing
walldown

the
m

iddle
creating

two
sections.

You
entered

the
bathroom

atits
southwestcorner.To

yourleftwere
two

rowsof

6
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during
those

yearsofdiscontent.Atforty-five
I

rem
em

bered
every

detailofyoursuccessesand
failures.A

sIcrestfifty
both

you
and

m
y

forty-
five-year-old

selffeellikea
shorethatdropped

off
thehorizon

an
aeon

ago.Asm
ybodycontinuesto

changeand
Im

orefully
inhabitfeelingsthatonce

seem
ed

im
possibleI’verealized

Ican’trem
em

ber
whatitfeelslike

to
be

you.
Ioften

start
things

without
knowing

why
I

need
to

do
them

.Ithink
the

reason
I’m

writing
you

thisletteristo
say

goodbye.
Both

to
who

Iwasand
to

the
wom

an
neitherofusgotto

be.
And

ithurtsm
y

heartto
do

thatbecause
Ilove

you
now

in
a

way
Icould

neverm
anage

then
–

butthere’snothing
Ican

do
to

help
you.Iam

,
asthe

poetsays,ready
to

begin
saving

the
only

life
Ican

save.
Ilove

you,I’m
sorry,and

Iforgive
you.W

e
both

deserved
betterthan

the
world

we
had.

I
hope

you’re
able

to
find

yourway
here.

45

causeIdidn’ttellherIwasgoing
away

forspring
break

with
m

y
fam

ily,and
probably

becauseshe
saw

m
y

dissociation
asdisinterest.A

few
years

laterI’d
be

talking
with

heron
the

phone,both
ofushom

e
from

college
forbreak,and

Ifloated
thatIwasthinking

aboutdying
m

y
hairpurple

and
shegotreally

quietand
said

“You
shouldn’t

do
that.W

hen
Isee

colored
hairon

a
m

an
–

all
Ican

think
is–

–
–

gay”
Ihavenever,now

orthen,preferred
thecom

-
pany

ofm
en.

Then,they
were

m
y

bullieswith
a

setofsocialrules
and

hierarchies
Ineverun-

derstood
and

always
seem

ed
to

violate.
Their

cruelty
a

m
ystery

to
m

e.W
om

en
held

m
e

in
an

alm
osthypnotic

sway
–

m
y

attraction
to

them
seem

ingly
differentthan

whattheyoung
boysin

m
y

life
boasted

of.
Butm

en
didn’tseem

to
havethesam

eexpec-
tationsofm

easthestraightwhat-we-would-now-
callcisgirlsdid.Them

en
seem

ed
to

understand
the

burden
ofa

testosterone
endocrine

system
and

thatsexualarousalwasdetached
from

things
the

what-we-would-now-callcisgirlswanted.
M

en
offered

m
e

a
path

towardssexualexpe-
rience,and

while
I

knew
the

credits
wouldn’t

transfer1
to

1,Idid
hope

the
experiencesIwas

aboutto
seek

outwould
leavem

ein
bettershape
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it.Had
thisbeen

a
boy

you’d
havepounded

the
third

–
m

aybe
fourth

–
beer,fucked,and

then
drifted

away.H
ad

thisbeen
a

ciswom
an

you’d
havefucked,letyourselftrytobein

arelationship,
and

then
leftherwith

both
yourheartsbruised.

Thesethoughtsarerunningthrough
yourhead

as
she

sayssom
ething

coy
and

givesyou
thatlook.

A
re

they
on

yourm
ind

because
you’re

tired
of

this
old

pattern
and

want
som

ething
new?

O
r

are
they

on
your

m
ind

because
this

girlis
transand

yourtransvestitepracticefillsyou
with

sham
e

–
what

could
a

realtrans
wom

an
want

from
som

eonelikeyou?
Oraretheyon

yourm
ind

because
there’ssom

ething
in

you
thatwantsto

protectthisgirlfrom
the

world
and

the
idea

of
bruising

herheartfeelslike
stabbing

yourself?
Atsom

epoint,you
haltingly

say
thatyou’ve

neverbeen
with

a
transwom

an,thatyou
know

horm
oneschange

bodiesand
reactionsbutthat

youdon’tknow
how

andshetellsyoushe’llanswer
any

question
you

have.
W

hy
couldn’tyou

ask
heryourquestions?

You’lltalk
aboutthisnighteleven

yearslater.
Shewon’trem

em
beritasprecisely

asyou.She’ll
confirm

she
wanted

to
“jum

p
yourbones”,and

also
tellyou

that
when

she
started

seeing
you

around
in

person,way
back

when,she
wascon-

43

staying
there

longerare
the

ones
staying

there
longerthem

selves.
Inoticed

people
staying

longer.
Iwould

leaveand
glanceback

atthelasttwo
stallsand

see
leftand

rightfeetcloserthan
you

would
expect.

Iwould
heara

scuffl
eoffeetora

hand
brace

againsta
stallwall.

Ifinally
decided

Iwould
try

to
take

one
of

theseanonym
ousm

en
up

on
theiroffer.Som

eone
had

scrawled
their

solicitation
on

the
walland

included
alistofdaysand

tim
eswith

instructions
to

circle
and

claim
one

ifyou
were

interested.I
appreciated

the
effi

cientorganization.
W

hen
the

day
cam

e
Isatin

thatstall–
ner-

vousthatitwasatabusy
tim

e.Som
eoneentered

the
stallnextto

m
e

and
Iwaited.N

o
sign

was
given,

they
did

their
business

and
left.

Two
m

inutes
after

the
appointed

tim
e

I
gave

in
to

nervousness
and

left
the

bathroom
.

A
s

Idid
I

saw
an

olderm
an

(which
m

eantthegrizzled
age

of21,m
aybe

22)with
a

W
illRikerbeard

and
a

bear’s
build

walking
up

the
hallattem

pting
to

m
akeeyecontactwith

them
en

hesaw.Hiseyes
locked

into
m

ineand
Ifelteven

m
orepanicked.I

swiftened
m

y
pace

down
the

tunneltowardsthe
student

radio
station.

U
nlike

Lot’s
wife,Idid
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pa
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fo
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ea

k
up

bu
ty

ou
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u
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ho
ug
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ly. Th
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th
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.
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ra
id

to
tr

y
ag

ai
n. A

few
we

ek
s

la
te

r
I

wa
s

in
a

m
id

dl
e

st
al

l
du

rin
g

a
qu

iet
pe

rio
d

wh
en

Ih
ea

rd
so

m
eo

ne
els

e
en

te
r.
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.
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–
you’re

good
atsurvivalbutIwonderiftrying

to
live

would
killyou.Hardly

originalquestions.
I’m

writing
to

you
now

because
thisiswhen,

asm
uch

asyou’veescaped
Rochesterand

asm
uch

asit’struethatthism
oveisthebestthingyou’ve

everdone
foryourself,you’re

starting
to

repeat
a

pattern.
D

ate
a

wom
an,fallin

love,feeldiscontent.
Leave.
Fuck

m
en,feellonely,date

a
wom

an.
Thesexisbetter,you’vegotten

decentatthat.
“Deferorgasm

,listen
totheirbody,ask

questions”
seem

s
to

have
worked

for
you.

The
novelty

of
seeing

a
m

an
and

finding
som

eone
who

fucked
like

a
dyke

was
a

pleasantsurprise
form

ostof
yourgirlfriends.

You
letthem

en
takewhatthey

want,and
the

release
isnice,butthe

validation
iswhy

you’re
there.

You’lltalk
aboutitwith

therapists
and

friendsand
tellthem

you
can

understand
what

thesem
en

m
ightwantfrom

som
eonefem

m
epre-

senting
and

thatitm
akesyou

happy
to

give
it

to
them

.
A

n
understanding

you’ve
never

been
ableto

develop
with

gay
m

en.You
explain

away
thatvalidation

asfeeding
yourcodependentneed

to
give

people
whatthey

want.You
try

fucking
m

en
asa

boy
from

tim
eto

tim
eand

you
stillfeel

41

returned
m

y
favor,and

Iquickly
pulled

back
wor-

ried
Iwasgoing

to
com

eand
satback

down.His
head

appeared
upsidedown

underthestallwall–
a

fratish
haircut,and

hewhispered
“Keep

going”.
Ilooked

forward
and

keptgoing,quickly
ejac-

ulating
into

the
toilet,feeling

an
im

m
ense

post-
orgasm

sham
e.Ipulled

up
m

y
pantsand

leftthe
bathroom

asquickly
asIcould.

N
ot

quite
sex,

but
not

quite
not

sex.
A

n
inauspiciousstart.

At
the

start
of1995

I
returned

to
Buffalo,

unsure
whatm

y
future

would
be.Ihad

washed
outofthe

photojournalism
program

atRIT
and

stateschoolseem
ed

likea
betterplaceto

spin
m

y
wheelsthan

private
school.

K
nox

LectureHallsitsnearthecenterofthe
University

atBuffalo’sNorth
Cam

pus.A
center

atrium
in

the
shape

ofan
octagon,

with
four

additionaloctagonsclustered
around

the
center.

Theam
phitheaterseating

in
thesefouroctagons

m
akesK

nox
UB’slargestlecture

hall.Between
classbreakstheatrium

would
buzzwith

activity,
butonceclassesgotunderwayitwasaquietspace
where

people
didn’tlinger.
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yo
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ay
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et
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ng
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to

yo
u
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w
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Th
en
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ow
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m
aybe

I
didn’ttreatyou

quite
as

good
as

I
should

m
aybe

I
didn’tlove

you
quite

as
often

as
I

could

(2008
–

Portland,O
R)

apartm
entin

an
old

house.A
shorthallway

led
to

a
kitchen.Steve’sbedroom

wasrightoff
that

kitchen.
Afterwards,Steveoffered

m
ewaterin

a
coffee

m
ug.He

asked
how

itwas–
and

Im
ade

sounds
thatindicated

Iliked
itand

hoped
itwasgood

forhim
,butalso

thatitwasa
lotto

think
about.

Irem
em

berthinking
“he

wantsm
e

to
be

blown
away”.He

wanted
to

have
inducted

m
e

into
the

waysofm
en.Foritto

be
asrevelatory

an
event

form
e

asithad
been

forhim
.

Instead,allI’m
thinking

isI’d
liketo

go
hom

e.ThatI’vethrown
away

m
y

oneand
only

firsttim
eon

som
erandom

m
an

when
I’m

noteven
gay.

O
ram

Igay
and

that’s
just

internalized
hom

ophobia?
D

riving
away

Ifeltthe
regretgrowing

along
with

a
guilt

thatI’d
m

isled
Steve.

Ialso
heard

a
voicein

m
y

head
expressrelief:

Therewasno
grand

revelation.Thecurtainshad
notparted

asso
m

any
m

en
on

IRC
had

sworn
they

would.
M

aybe
it

was
a

m
istake

to
have

hooked
up

butatleastnow
Iknew

Iwasn’tgay.
I

was
back

cruising
within

a
week.

Years
laterI’d

hearthephrasepost-coitaltristesseand
instantly

understand.
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the
tim

e
m

any
ofthose

cross-dressers
pined

to
find

a
girlfriend

orwife
who

would
accepttheir

strange
“hobby”.Those

who
found

thatsortof
relationship

were
seen

asthe
lucky

ones.
Thisalwaysfelt–

wrong?
–

to
m

e.Itnever
feltlikeenough,butalso,thatto

fully
explain

to
a

partnerwhy
Iwascross-dressing

would
have

m
eantneeding

to
understand

itm
yself.Iwasnot

ready
to

look
thatin

theeye.Ineverhid
thefact

ofitfrom
you

orfuturegirlfriends,butIkeptm
y

innerem
otionallife

a
secret.

It
was

a
poor

way
to

treat
you

–
grasping

foryourintim
acy

and
being

afraid
to

return
it

in
kind.I’m

sorry
–

Iwish
I’d

know
a

different
way

ofbeing.
Irem

em
ber

years
later,reading

through
yourLivejournaland

discovering
a

post
expressing

yourm
uted

regretofan
infidelity

that
Iwasn’taware

ofand
m

y
prim

ary
thoughtwas

one
ofguiltfornotbeing

there
foryou.

D
espite

allthat
–

I
rem

em
ber

our
tim

e
to-

gether
fondly.

W
andering

M
ount

H
ope

Cem
e-

tery,endlessDVD
rentalsfrom

thathouse
near

twelve
corners,Hypnotoad,Salad

Fingers,hikes
in

M
endon

Ponds,endlessdiscussion
ofcom

ics
and

thatconvention
in

Toronto,introducing
m

e
to

W
etM

oon
the

com
ic

yourfriend
wrote

and
drew.YearslaterI’d

watch
onlineasSophietran-

37

library
brain

trustwere
worried

about.
Cops

kept
m

e
away

from
another

cruising
spotin

RochesterI’d
heard

about.O
ff-cam

pus,
in

Highland
Park.A

friend’sthen-boyfriend
was

talking
about

how
wild

it
was

that
dudes

just
lined

up
their

cars
on

Pinetum
D

rive.
Som

e
stayed

in
theircarand

waited
to

be
solicited

–
others

wandered
off

into
the

clusteroftrees
to

the
north.

D
riving

through
the

park
at

night
I’d

see
the

line
ofcarsand

considerit–
butoff

cam
puscruising

feltm
ore

dangerous.W
hile

the
bathroom

screated
a

risk
ofdiscovery,thatrisk

seem
ed

shared
between

partners.
Park

cruising
seem

ed
isolated,increasing

the
chancesthatsom

eone
with

illintentcould
hurt

you.Also–afew
tim

esayearpolicewould
sweep

the
area

m
aking

arrests.
Their

tactics
usually

included
entrapm

ent–
having

an
undercoveroffi

-
cersolicitm

en
forsex

and
encouraging

them
to

take
off

their
clothing,or

using
the

non-verbal
consentculture

to
claim

unwanted
sexualtouch

asassault.
In

2016sim
ilartacticsatM

arieCurtisPark
in

Torontowillspark
outrageand

draw
protestsand

activism
from

thegay
and

queercom
m

unitiesin
thatcity.In

Rochester,in
the

1980sand
1990s,

thelocalgaypresscovered
thesebustsuncritically
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O
rm

aybe
justthe

weird
codependentdynam

ic
E–

and
Ihad

back
then.

Iwasstartingtocom
eintom

y
confidence.I’d

paid
off

enough
ofm

y
debtto

have
m

y
m

ove
to

Portland
planned.Iwasexcited

atthe
prospect

ofa
city

fullofbohem
iansentering

peak
young-

person
years.A

city
fullofpeoplelikeIim

agined
you

to
be.A

chance
to

startm
y

life.
You

weren’tthe
firstwom

an
Idated

orslept
with,butyou

werethefirstwhoItold
everything.

M
y

bisexuality.
The

cross-dressing.
You

were
chillwith

it–
even

a
littleintrigued/excited

by
a

boy
who

wanted
to

weareye
m

akeup
and

skirts.
Irem

em
berdressing

with
you

a
few

tim
es–

you
were

perplexed
by

m
y

regim
e

ofbeard
shadow

covering
butrolled

with
it.The

only
tim

e
Ifelt

sham
e

was
in

your
reaction

to
m

y
excitem

ent
overthe

breastform
s.

Ifanonym
ous

sex
with

m
en

from
the

inter-
netwasone

am
plitude

ofm
y

pendulum
swing,

then
the

otherwasattem
ptsattraditionalrela-

tionshipswith
wom

en
like

you.
Inevercruised

when
we

were
together–

and
Ineverwanted

to.
Sex

with
m

en
alwaysfelttransactional,butwith

wom
en

itwasyearning
forintim

acy
and

a
hold-

ing
close

ofsom
ething

Ididn’tdare
say,even

to
m

yself,thatIwanted.35

IRC
with

folksin
the

#
gay

and
#

gaysex
room

s
and

then
started

privately
chattingwith

som
eone

with
a

U
B

em
ailaddress.

W
e

both
realized

we
were

in
Bell’s

com
puter

lab
and

he
asked

ifI
wanted

to
foolaround.

Idid
–

we
negotiated

a
blow

job
and

Iasked
him

where?
K

nox?
H

e
replied

no,not
there.

He’d
seen

theguy
outfrontand

theguy
outfront

seem
ed

likecam
pussecurity

ora
cop.Hesaid

he
knew

a
spotand

thathewasgoing
to

getup
and

Ishould
follow

15
secondslater.

W
e

didn’ttalk
ashe

led
m

e
through

a
part

ofcam
pusand

a
m

azeofhallwaysand
buildings

Ihadn’tbeen
through

before,eventually
leading

to
a

sm
allm

en’sroom
in

a
seem

ingly
deserted

partofthe
cam

pus.A
standard

two-stallaffair.
Beige

stalldoorson
beige

tiles.Brightly
lit,but

with
a

m
ore

yellow-toned
light

than
the

K
nox

bathroom
.

H
e

stepped
into

the
handicap

stall
and

Ifollowed,closing
the

doorbehind
m

e.
Iwillspare

you
the

lurid
and

uncom
fortable

details.Instead
–

I’llsay
he

wanted
m

ore
than

we
agreed

to.Isaid
no.H

e
wasinsistent.Igot

outofthere,butnotassoon
asIneeded

to.
I

rem
em

berthe
m

ean
sm

ug
look

on
hisface

asI
bolted

from
the

bathroom
,walking

away
asfast

as
Icould,and

looking
for

a
building

exit
so

I
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finished
fucking

inside.
Eventually,others

started
filtering

through
the

house
–

the
catty

twink
threw

an
insultm

y
way

atbeing
the

sortofguy
who

kepthisshirt
on

ata
sex

party.Ilaugh
now

athow
asham

ed
I

wasofm
y

body
despite

being
in

the
bestshape

ofm
y

life.Stillunawareitwasdysphoria.Trans
wom

en
didn’t

talk
about

their
baggy

clothing
phase

back
then

like
they

do
now.

W
etalked

abiton
theridehom

e,butnothing
ofconsequence.You

seem
ed

to
havehad

a
good

tim
e

butagreed
the

vibeswere
kind

ofstrange
and

thatthe
twink

twinswere
little

shits.
Idropped

you
off

atyourplace
and

you
said

Ishould
callyou.Inodded

and
neverdid.

Idon’tknow
when

I’llbe
in

Rochesternext
butI’llreach

out.It’d
benicetohangoutwithout

m
y

hangupshanging
overeverything.

33

you
always

wanted
m

e
to

be
som

ething
I

wasn’t
you

always
wanted

too
m

uch

(1995
–

Rochester,NY)
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sa
nd

fel
ta

n
in

te
ns

e
jea

lo
us

y
bo

rn
ou

to
fm

y
in

ab
ili

ty
to

fee
lt

he
sa

m
e.

Is
to

pp
ed

,
to

ld
yo

u
to

jo
in

th
e

fra
y,

an
d

pu
lle

d
m

y
bl

ac
k

t-s
hi

rt
ba

ck
on

as
Im

ad
e

m
y

wa
y

th
ro

ug
h

th
e

ou
te

rr
im

of
ha

ng
er

so
n

jer
ki

ng
off

to
th

e
sc

en
e

un
fo

ld
in

g
on

th
e

be
d.

Iw
an

de
re

d
th

es
ub

ur
ba

n
ho

m
e,

lo
ok

ed
at

th
e

fa
m

ily
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

s,
an

d
wo

nd
er

ed
wh

at
Iw

as
do

in
g

th
er

e.
Iw

ou
ld

ha
ve

lef
tb

ut
di

dn
’t

wa
nt

to
st

ra
nd

yo
u.

It
ho

ug
ht

ab
ou

tm
ak

in
g

m
ys

elf
a

dr
in

k
at

th
e

da
d

ba
rb

ut
er

re
d

on
th

e
sid

e
of

be
in

g
a

go
od

gu
es

t.
Is

et
tle

d
ba

ck
ou

to
nt

o
th

e
de

ck
an

d
st

ar
ed

ou
ti

nt
o

th
en

igh
ta

ir.
Is

po
tte

d
a

su
bu

rb
an

tr
am

po
lin

e
do

wn
in

th
e

ya
rd

.
Pa

rt
of

m
e

ye
ar

ne
d

to
he

ad
do

wn
an

d
ju

st
ju

m
p

fo
r

th
e

re
m

ai
nd

er
of

th
e

ev
en

in
g

as
th

e
re

st
of

yo
u
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D
ea

rS
te

ve
,

It
al

wa
ys

m
ad

e
m

e
la

ug
h

a
lit

tle
th

at
yo

u
sh

ar
ed

a
na

m
e

wi
th

th
e

fir
st

bo
y

Ih
ad

se
x

wi
th

.
It’

s
ha

rd
to

im
ag

in
e

yo
u

at
fif

ty
.

In
m

y
he

ad
,

yo
u’

re
eit

he
rt

ha
tb

oy
wi

th
th

e
Be

nj
am

in
Br

ad
-

do
ck

go
od

lo
ok

sa
nd

no
fa

sh
ion

se
ns

ei
n

th
eF

ire
-

sid
eL

ou
ng

eo
rt

he
yo

un
gm

an
ye

ar
sl

at
er

wi
th

th
e

sa
m

e
go

od
lo

ok
s,

a
fa

sh
io

n
up

gr
ad

e,
an

d
wh

o’
s

st
ar

tin
g

at
m

e
an

gr
ily

ac
ro

ss
th

e
ro

om
at

Sp
ot

Co
ffe

e. Ir
em

em
be

rt
he

fir
st

tim
e

we
ch

at
te

d
on

lin
e

–
Iw

as
ba

ck
in

Ro
ch

es
te

r
fro

m
Bu

ffa
lo

,i
n

th
e

co
m

pu
te

rl
ab

un
de

rG
ra

ce
W

at
so

n
Ha

ll
lu

rk
in

g
on

IR
C.

Yo
u

jo
in

ed
th

e#
ga

y
ch

an
ne

la
nd

Is
aw

yo
ur

ad
dr

es
s

wa
s

an
RI

T
on

e,
so

I
se

nt
yo

u
a

pr
iva

te
m

es
sa

ge
sa

yi
ng

he
llo

.Y
ou

rr
es

po
ns

e
wa

s
eq

ua
lp

ar
ts

tra
ns

pa
re

nt
an

d
co

m
ica

l.
I’m

no
ts

ur
e

ho
w

on
e

“a
cc

id
en

ta
lly

”
en

te
rs

an
IR

C
ch

an
ne

l.
In

ste
ad

of
ro

as
tin

gy
ou

,I
tri

ed
to

tre
at

yo
u

ki
nd

ly
–

sa
id

it
wa

sn
o

bi
g

de
al

if
yo

u
wa

nt
ed

to
be

in
th

er
e.

No
bi

g
de

al
to

be
ga

y.
O

ve
rt

he
ne

xt
few

da
ys

we
te

xt
ed

ba
ck

an
d

fo
rt

h,
an

d
yo

u
ow

ne
d

up
to

jo
in

in
g

de
lib

er
at

ely
an

d
ta

lke
d

ab
ou

ty
ou

r
cu

rio
sit

y
an

d
de

sir
es

.
It

fel
tl

ik
e

Iw
as

th
e

fir
st

pe
rs

on
yo

u’
d

sh
ar

ed
th

is
wi

th
.

Ev
en

tu
al

ly,
we

m
ad

e
a

pl
an

to
m

ee
t

an
d

ho
ok

up
.

W
he

n
I

en
te

re
d

th
e

Fi
re

sid
e

Lo
un

ge
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Thetwo
generousm

en
–

theonewho
wanted

m
e

to
com

e
first,and

was
indignant

when
m

y
post-orgasm

sham
em

adem
ekick

him
outofm

y
place.

Then
the

ecstatic
chaserwho

wanted
to

rub
his

dick
on

m
y

m
outh

in
a

M
otelby

the
Thruway

and
who

m
ight

have
been

a
regular

ifhe’d
been

less
insistent

about
com

ing
to

m
y

apartm
ent.

So
fifteen

hookupsover–
ten

years?
Throw

in
you,thetwo

Steves,two
wom

en,a
couple,and

fivetearoom
encountersthatbarely

countassex
and

that’sm
orethan

two
butlessthan

threeper
year–

asbody
countsgo

itfeltm
ild.

M
y

interest
in

the
sex

party
was

as
m

uch
bucketlistasitwaslust,and

thevibewasstrange.
A

blond
twink

housesitting
forhisparents.The

suburban
hom

ewith
thebasem

entdad
bar.The

high
deck

thatoverlooked
ayard,wetwith

spring
dew.Another,cattiertwink

and
a

third
boy

who
retroactively

rem
inds

m
e

of
W

allace
W

ells
as

portrayed
by

K
ieran

Culkin.Thistriad
seem

ed
to

be
the

center
ofthe

party,
and

then
there

were
a

handfulofother
quiet

solo
m

en
whose

connection
to

the
scene

wasunclear.

31

Isaw
you,asdescribed,lying

back
on

thecouch
and

I–
panicked.

Ikept
walking

straight
past

you,fakingan
errand

in
theinterfaith

center.For
allthegood

gam
eItalked

online,m
y

own
desires

wereaG
ordian

knot.Teasingoutm
yinternalized

hom
ophobia

from
m

y
legitim

atediscom
fortwith

being
seen

asa
gay

m
an

would
takem

edecades.
W

e
kept

talking
despite

the
ghosting.

H
ow

m
any

tim
es

did
we

hookup
in

m
y

single
dorm

room
?

M
aybefive?

Oralsex
atfirst–

eventually
you

asked
m

e
to

fuck
you

and
I

did.
A

fter
I

cam
e

Irem
em

beryou
cleaning

up
and

trying
to

be
tenderwith

m
e

asm
y

post-orgasm
regretset

in.You
repeated

back
thingsI’d

said
to

you
in

thatfirstIRC
chatsession,and

Inodded
both

knowing
they

weretrue,butalso
thatsom

ething
didn’tfeelrightto

m
e.

W
e’d

repeatthiscycle
again

and
again.

Irem
em

berwhen
Itried

to
bottom

foryou
in

yourdorm
room

,and
yourenthusiasm

assum
ed

a
levelofexperienceIdidn’thave.Ishouted

out
in

pain
and

we
stopped.Probably

forthe
best,

given
yourroom

m
ateshowed

up
5

m
inuteslater.

The
last

tim
e

we
had

sex
was

–
in

1998?
1999?

You’d
m

oved
outofthe

dorm
sand

into
a

place
downtown

–
a

basem
ent

apartm
ent

in
the

old
Sem

inary
building.

Itopped
you

again
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th
ou

gh
t

I
wa

s
ju

st
an

ot
he

r
re

ck
les

s
wh

ite
bo

y.
Th

em
an

wh
o

di
dn

’t
wa

nt
to

fo
ol

ar
ou

nd
wi

th
a

m
an

in
a

PV
C

dr
es

sa
nd

lef
te

ve
n

th
ou

gh
Is

ai
d

I’m
ju

st
a

m
an

in
a

PV
C

dr
es

s
be

fo
re

in
vi

tin
g

hi
m

ov
er

,a
nd

wh
o

a
few

ye
ar

sl
at

er
hi

tm
e

up
ag

ai
n

af
te

r
I

go
t

be
tt

er
at

m
ak

eu
p.

Th
e

m
an

wi
th

th
ep

op
pe

rs
th

en
igh

tI
se

tm
ys

elf
up

in
th

e
do

wn
to

wn
fa

nc
y

ho
te

lw
ith

a
ch

ea
p

Pr
ice

lin
er

at
e

wh
o

It
op

pe
d

wh
ile

we
ar

in
g

a
dr

es
sa

nd
fo

un
da

-
tio

n
an

d,
fo

rt
he

fir
st

tim
e,

fel
tp

ow
er

fu
l–

an
d

th
en

Ig
ot

th
ep

er
m

in
ut

eh
ot

el
ph

on
eb

ill
fo

rt
he

ho
ur

sI
sp

en
tc

ru
isi

ng
on

di
al

-u
p

in
te

rn
et

.

Th
e

m
an

ou
tb

y
th

e
Fi

ng
er

La
ke

sh
ot

el
wh

o
wa

nt
ed

to
se

e
m

e
at

a
pa

rk
fir

st
wh

ich
m

ea
nt

be
in

g
no

t
en

fem
m

e
an

d
wh

o
ne

ve
r

go
t

ou
t

of
hi

st
ru

ck
an

d
em

ai
led

m
e

wi
th

th
e

m
es

sa
ge

:“
I

do
n’

tt
hi

nk
so

”.
Th

e
ga

y
m

an
wh

o
Ih

oo
ke

d
up

wi
th

tw
ice

,o
nc

e
at

th
e

Da
ys

In
n

do
wn

to
wn

an
d

a
se

co
nd

tim
e

at
th

e
Ra

di
ss

on
in

He
nr

iet
ta

an
d

wh
o

Is
to

pp
ed

re
sp

on
di

ng
to

on
ce

Ir
ea

liz
ed

he
wa

so
nl

y
to

ler
at

in
g

m
y

cr
os

s-d
re

ss
in

g.
Th

e
m

an
wi

th
th

eg
old

ch
ain

sa
nd

so
ft

cu
rly

bo
dy

ha
ir

wh
o

st
ar

ed
at

m
e

un
co

m
fo

rt
ab

ly
in

m
y

Fr
ed

er
ick

so
f

H
ol

ly
wo

od
dr

es
s

an
d

bl
ac

k
wi

g
in

a
wa

y
th

at
tu

rn
ed

m
e

on
as

I’d
ne

ve
r

be
en

be
fo

re
,w

ho
se

er
ec

tio
n

be
ga

n
to

fla
g

un
til

Ir
ev

iv
ed

it
fo

rt
he

re
wa

rd
of

a
few

pa
in

fu
lt

hr
us

ts
an

d
a

gr
un

t.
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an
d

we
lai

d
in

be
d

to
ge

th
er

fo
rl

on
ge

rt
ha

n
us

ua
l.

Yo
u

tr
ied

to
co

nn
ec

tw
ith

m
e,

an
d

Ik
ne

w
yo

u
we

re
tr

yi
ng

,b
ut

Id
id

n’
t

kn
ow

wh
at

to
sa

y
or

do
.

Yo
ur

ex
pl

or
at

io
n

of
ga

y
se

x
se

em
s

to
ha

ve
led

yo
u

wh
er

e
yo

u
wa

nt
ed

to
be

,b
ut

fo
rm

e
it

wa
s

on
ly

a
hy

dr
a

wi
th

on
e

he
ad

re
m

ov
ed

.
W

e
he

ad
ed

ou
tt

he
do

or
to

ge
th

er
–

m
et

o
ho

m
ea

nd
yo

u
do

wn
th

e
al

ley
wa

y
to

M
ut

he
rs

.I
wa

sb
ot

h
di

sa
pp

oin
te

d
an

d
re

lie
ve

d
wh

en
yo

u
di

dn
’t

in
vi

te
m

e
to

th
e

ga
y

ba
r.

Ic
ho

se
to

dr
ift

aw
ay

af
te

rt
ha

t,
bu

tt
he

n
lat

er
th

at
su

m
m

er
Iw

as
ho

ok
in

g
up

wi
th

an
old

er
gu

y
(t

hi
rty

-tw
o

–
ho

w
an

cie
nt

!).
Im

et
hi

m
on

th
e

M
ul

tic
om

-4
BB

S
sy

ste
m

.H
et

old
m

eI
ha

d
cr

ab
s

an
d

Iw
as

m
or

tifi
ed

.Y
ou

an
d

Sa
—

we
re

th
eo

nl
y

pe
op

le
I’d

ho
ok

ed
up

wi
th

re
ce

nt
ly,

an
d

wh
en

I
let

yo
u

kn
ow

yo
u

co
nf

es
se

d
th

at
th

ey
pr

ob
ab

ly
ca

m
e

fro
m

yo
u.

I’m
no

t
pr

ou
d,

al
lt

he
se

ye
ar

s
la

te
r,

of
ho

w
I

la
id

in
to

yo
u.

Ch
an

ne
lin

g
al

lm
y

an
ge

r
an

d
sh

am
eo

ve
rt

hi
sa

nd
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

els
ei

nt
or

igh
te

ou
s

in
di

gn
at

io
n

at
yo

ur
su

pp
os

ed
tr

an
sg

re
ss

io
ns

.I
t

re
m

in
de

d
m

e
of

th
e

wa
y

I’d
sh

ou
te

d
at

an
ex

-
gi

rlf
rie

nd
wh

en
If

ou
nd

ou
ts

he
wa

sd
at

in
g

th
is

sk
et

ch
yg

uy
su

pp
ly

in
gh

er
an

d
th

eF
lor

id
ac

on
ce

rt
sc

en
ew

ith
wh

ite
cr

os
se

s.
Id

on
’t

re
m

em
be

rw
ha

t
Is

aid
,b

ut
it

wa
sa

lot
of

all
ca

ps
an

d
th

eo
pp

os
ite
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with
thevan

atthaticecream
stand

whosketched
m

eoutso
Ididn’tgo

back
with

them
.Them

an
in

theartsdistrictwhosecoffeeshop
and

vintage
apartm

entIcoveted.
The

boy
with

the
sm

elly
dick

in
the

science
lab,who

Ibailed
on

when
I

discovered
hissm

elly
dick.

The
effete

boy
who

looked
up

m
y

dorm
room

num
berwith

m
y

IRC
addressand

showed
up

atm
y

doorunannounced
and

wouldn’t
leave

untilIclosed
the

door
and

ignored
hispersistentknocking.

The
artstudentwith

the
curved

peniswho
was

surprised
we

weren’tharassed
as

we
stum

-
bled

back
to

his
apartm

ent
in

the
snow

on
a

Saturday
nightbuzzed

on
bad

red
wineand

who
wascrestfallen

the
nextweek

when
he

realized
it

was,for
m

e,just
a

hookup.
The

thirty-two-
year-old

from
the

gay
BBS

who
told

m
e

Ihad
crabs.Them

an
wholived

fiveblocksaway
whose

room
in

thehousefeltlikeawinterized
sun

porch.
Them

an
whoselive-in

boyfriend
wasa

bartender
at

the
Bachelor’s

Forum
and

whose
nearby

at-
tic

apartm
entwasup

two
flightsofnot-to-code

stairsbolted
to

the
back

ofa
house

who
wanted

to
bottom

fororalsex
and

offered
m

e
a

crusty
towelto

clean
m

yselfup.
The

kind
m

an
with

the
warm

sm
ile

and
per-

fectabswho
slowed

thingsdown
and

probably

29

ofgrace.
A

sIwasdoing
it,Ifeltthe

sham
e

of
it,and

channeled
the

sham
e

ofitback
into

the
doing

ofit.
I

was
held

together
by

anger
and

griefin
those

days.
You

apologized
severaltim

esbutIdon’tre-
m

em
berleaving

satisfied.
The

guy
Iwashooking

up
with

showed
m

e
where

to
buy

sham
poo

and
the

spray
for

m
y

furniture.Ispentthe
nextyearparanoid

thatI
stillhad

crabs
–

every
itch

suspect,every
hair

folliclesecretly
an

egg
sac.Itwasthefirsttim

eI
shaved

m
yentirebody–sothanksforthatIguess.

Eventually,thelocalSTD
clinicconfirm

ed
Iwas

louse-free,and
then

gave
m

e
a

penile
gonorrhea

swab
form

y
trouble.

The
doctorpraised

both
m

y
proactive

shaving
aswellasthe

factIdidn’t
boltafterthe

swab,which
som

etim
eshappened.

I’ve
wondered

a
lot

about
what

you
were

thinking
as

you
stared

at
m

e
that

evening.
I

rem
em

bera
fam

iliardissociativehelplessnessset-
ting

in.In
youreyeswasIa

patheticclosetcase?
A

selfish
“straight”

bisexualusing
you

asa
jerk-

off
rag?

Orjustaboy
whowascarelesswith

your
heart?

Idoubt“closeted
bisexual,futuretranssexual,

subconsciously
grasping

foranyone
else

outside
ofstraightnorm

s”
wasin

yourm
atrix.

Icould
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da
nc

e
of M
e:

“I
’m

ho
rn

y
bu

t
do

n’
t

wa
nt

to
sa

y.”
Yo

u:
(si

len
tly

)“
Al

ly
ou

ne
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to
do
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sa

y
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ou

d
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at
yo

u
wa

nt
it.

”

D
id

I
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tu
al

ly
ov
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m
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m
y

he
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at
io
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I

m
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ht
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ve
.

By
th

en
Iw
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st

ar
tin

g
to

ge
t

m
y

de
pr

es
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n
un

de
rc

on
tro

l.
Le
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g
Ro

ch
es

te
rw

as
fin

all
y

in
sig

ht
.O

rw
as

it
yo

u
wh

os
aid

so
m

et
hi

ng
fir

st
,n

ee
di

ng
a

rid
e

to
th

at
se

x
pa

rty
?

Ic
an

’t
re

m
em

be
rw

hi
ch

su
bu

rb
we

we
re

he
ad

-
in

g
ou

tt
o

–
it

wa
su

nf
am

ili
ar

to
m

e
an

d
m

ay
be

25
to

30
m

in
ut

es
aw

ay
.

Le
t’s

ca
ll

it
Pe

rin
to

n.
W

e
ca

ug
ht

up
a

bi
ti

n
th

e
ca

ra
nd

Im
en

tio
ne

d
ne

ve
rh

ea
di

ng
ou

tt
hi

sw
ay

be
fo

re
an

d
yo

u
sc

off
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.
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m
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tanceship?
–

wehad.Halfthetim
eI’d

hang
out

with
you

hoping
you’d

proposition
m

e
butyou

seem
ed

to
know

you
deserved

betterthan
that–

forcing
m

e
to

state
an

interestifwe
were

going
to

hookup
again.

You
were

the
firstfriend

Ihad
who

suffered
walking

while
not-white

from
the

cops–
orthe

firstwho
shared

the
experience

with
m

e
–

and
Irem

em
berfeeling

the
deep

injustice
ofit,but

notknowing
whatto

say
to

you
aboutit.Ialso

rem
em

beran
awkward

conversation
aboutHugo

Chavez–m
y

then
naiveAm

erican
leftistidealism

vs.you
stillhaving

people
there.In

the
m

onths
thatfollowed

itwasahugecatalystin
m

y
politics

m
aturing.

Iregretnotaskingyou
m

oreaboutyourdrag–
even

then
Iboth

knew
itwassom

ething
Iwanted

butnotlikeyou
and

thoseotherpageantqueens
wanted.Irem

em
bergiving

you
a

ridesom
ewhere

and
notbeing

able
to

place
why

you
looked

so
differentuntilyou

said
“It’sm

y
eyebrowshoney,

Ishavethem
off

forcom
petition”.Fulldedication

to
the

bit.A
crim

e
when

you
lostthe

Business
Fitcategory

because
the

judge
didn’tlike

your
under-blouse

m
ade

from
com

pactdiscs.
The

last
tim

e
I

rem
em

ber
seeing

you
was

spring
2004.W

ewerechatting
online,doing

that

27

D
earSa—

,
I’m

glad
wewereabletoreconnectafew

years
back,even

ifitwasthem
ildestofFacebookhellos.

Ilaughed
when

Isaw
yourbirthday

party
invite

–
I

had
som

ehow
got

it
in

m
y

head
you

were
barely

eighteen
the

first
tim

e
we

hooked
up

in
your

InternationalH
ouse

dorm
room

and
not,

asyourm
odern

invite
revealed,two

yearsolder
than

m
e.D

ecadesofage
gap

guiltdissipated
in

a
m

om
ent.

Itm
akessensewhen

Ithink
aboutitthough.

How
quickly

those
two

hookupsturned
into

you
asking

aboutintentionsand
ifIwanted

to
date

you
–

and
yourquick

acceptance
when

we
tried

and
itwascleartherewassom

ething
holding

m
e

back.Ithink
itwaswhen

Iwashanging
outwith

m
y

floorm
atesand

you
returned

m
y

belt.Ifelt
a

sense
ofpanic

and
notwanting

to
be

seen
as

dating
a

gay
m

an
–

despitethesebeing
thesam

e
boyswho

I’d
chasearound

threatening
to

kissat
parties.

You
handled

m
e

with
a

lotm
ore

em
otional

m
aturity

than
Stevedid

–orm
aybejustwith

the
caution

thata
gay

Venezuelan
im

m
igrantneeded

around
the

white
queershe

pursued.
I’vewondered

why
you

keptin
touch

with
m

e
afterschool.Itwasa

weird
sporadic

–
acquain-
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