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lesbians
are

som
etim

es
a

m
ood”

and
we

share
an

understanding
glance

and
then

a
hug.

A
—

—
and

E—
—

decide
to

give
it

a
go.

I’llcatch
up

w
ith

them
later

and
learn

m
y

instincts
were

not
w

rong.

A

2with
thepairin

frontofm
e.A

m
iddle-aged

deadhead
adjacentguy

with
a

wom
an

sporting
brightly

colored
hair.

She
turns

out
to

be
his

daughter.

Italk
about

seeing
A

niin
Buffalo

and
being

back
at

R
IT

after
m

y
sem

ester
hiatus.

I’m
not

flirting
with

her
–

just
talking.

Falling
into

easy
conversation

with
a

girlclose
to

m
y

age
in

a
way

Inever
could

w
ith

boys
or

m
ost

ofthe
straight

girls
Ifancied.

M
em

ories
ofthe

show
are

spotty
and

it’s
never

on
any

bootleg
lists.

Irem
em

ber
Ienjoy

m
yself–

I
buy

a
t-shirt,get

this
girl’s

phone
num

ber,and
let

them
drive

m
e

back
to

cam
pus.There’sa

skip
in

m
y

step
asIwalk

the
quarterm

ile
back

to
the

dorm
sfrom

the
student

union.
T

he
girland

Italk
for

a
few

m
onths

on
the

phone
and

then
lose

touch.
I’m

never
sure

ifthis
was

friendship
or

a
probe

into
rom

antic
possibilities.

M
arch

8th,1996
–

Syracuse,N
Y

–
Schine

U
nderground

I’m
shivering

in
an

alley
and

worried
I’m

notgoing
to

be
letinto

the
bar.M

—
—

,one
of

the
charism

atic
personalitieson

the
A

niD
iFranco

em
aillistserv

hasasked
–

stated,really
–

“Everyone’s
21,right?”.

I
tense,as

I’m
about

halfa
year

out
from

m
y

birthday
and

withouta
fake

ID
.Ineverhad

a
fake

ID
because

Iwas
straightedge

through
high

school
and

early
college.

A
lso,we

always
talked

about
fake

ID
s

but
Idon’t

know
ifanyone

had
a

fake
ID

outside
offriends

w
ho

borrowed
their

sibling’s
licenses.

M
y

m
ind

quickly
jum

ped
to

its
usualcalculus

–
the

charism
atic

and
forcefulpersonality

from
the

A
niD

iFranco
listserv

who
Ithink

I’m
developing

a
crush

on
wants

m
e

to
be

21.
C

an
Ipretend

to
be

21
in

this
scenario?

Fuck,no,it
sounds

like
the

bar
is

21
plus?

Ikeep
quiet

and
the

doorm
an

checks
m

y
ID

,Iget
the

big
X

on
m

y
hand,and

I’m
let

in.

W
e’re

allhere
because

som
eone

at
the

concert
heard

A
niwas

going
to

be
here

and
there

she
is.

I
don’t

care
too

m
uch

about
that

–
I’m

m
ore

interested
in

the
queers

from
the

listserv.Lesbians.Bisexualdykes.A
few

boyfriends.This
was

probably
the

firsttim
e

in
m

y
life

Iwaspartofa
group

who
weren’tstraightand

itfilled
a

hole
in

m
e

whose
shape

I
was

only
vaguely

aware
of.

Sim
ply

listening
in

on
these

conversations
–

people
from

books
and

the
internet

com
e

to
life

–
was

life-changing.
Ididn’t

know
w

hat
m

y
place

in
this

com
m

unity
was

–
Ihad

reached
an

uncom
fortable

accord
w

ith
m

y
bisexuality

at
this

point.
Sleeping

w
ith

m
en,

trying
to

be
open

to
the

possibility
ofrom

ance
there

but
always

this
intense

pining
for

wom
en.Ijustknew

itfeltrightto
be

there,even
ifIfeltm

any
wom

en
in

thisgroup
were,

as
best,tolerant

or
am

used
by

m
y

presence.
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m
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.
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.
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d
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Ib
un

dl
e

on
m

y
wi

nt
er

cl
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agree
on

one
level,ooh

m
aybe

this
group

should
be

a
little

bigger.
M

aybe
that’sthe

way
through

here.ButIdon’twantto
tellyou

thatyourexperience
doesn’tdeserve

a
place.

W
ithin

M
ish

there
[was]a

tentonly
forblack

wom
en

to
go

and
process

w
hat

it
m

eans
to

be
a

black
person

w
ith

ovaries.
Idon’t

want
to

say
to

that
tent,“You

should
let

m
e

in!”

I
guess

w
hen

the
segregation

dovetails
w

ith
the

status
quo,that’s

w
hen

m
y

antennae
go

up.
Trans

people
are

told
practically

every-
w

here,“N
ot

here.”

Yeah,exactly.
I

think
it’s

just...that’s
allI

was
trying

to
do:

Let’s
not

be
quick

to
say

to
ciswom

en,“M
ove

overagain.”
M

aybe
that’sthe

rightthing
to

do,cis
wom

en,in
this

m
om

ent,but
be

careful,society,oftelling
wom

en
that

again.

From
:

https://jezebel.com
/1834252022

In
som

e
waysI’m

proud
ofm

yself–
ifI’d

read
thisin

2019
Iwould

have
feltthatfam

iliar
tug

ofwarbetween
m

y
sham

e
and

ineffable
desire,and

then
washed

itaway
with

thoughts
of“O

h
she’sright,who

am
Ito

disagree”,etc.Letting
som

eone
else

define
m

y
experience.

R
eading

it
now

though
it’s

nonsensicaland
alm

ost
laughable.

H
er

inability
to

see
us

as
wom

en
–

or
m

ore
accurately

to
see

us
at

all.
Like

so
m

any
ofthese

conversations,the
voicesoftranswom

en
are

justabsent.N
iko

Stratis’sAlways
The

Topic,Rarely
The

Voice
talks

m
ore

succinctly
and

elegantly
about

this
than

I’m
currently

capable
of.

W
here

m
y

pride
in

m
y

progress
falls

away
is

how
m

uch
ofa

gut
punch

reading
this

still
was.

Stillis.

Iknow
therearepointsofview

thatareprobably
healthier–

N
ancy

N
angeroni’sdisinterest

in
being

invited
to

som
eone

else’s
party

and
Im

ogen
B

innie’s
(correct)

assessm
ent

that
M

itchfest
had

evolved
into

a
lot

ofaffl
uent

and
affl

uent
adjacent

wom
en

in
a

field.

T
he

thing
is,Idon’t

really
care

about
the

m
usic

festival–
w

hat
Istillstruggle

w
ith

is
the

culture
it’s

a
sym

ptom
of.

B
ecause

Istillwant
the

approvalofthese
wom

en.
Even

as
their

culture
denied

m
e

a
place

and
helped

keep
m

e
from

m
yselfit

also
taught

m
e

so
m

uch
ofw

hat
Iknow

about
being

queer.
A

nd
w

hat
does

that
say

about
m

e
–

that
I’m

stillseeking
validation

from
a

cohort
ofwom

en
w

ho
have

no
tim

e
for

wom
en

like
m

e?

Ican
forgive

the
past.

Ihave
to.

Ifonly
to

forgive
m

yself.
Butseeing

a
nom

inalfem
inist

stillso
lost

in
her

ow
n

story
that

she
can’t

see
the

hurt
her

cohort
contributed

to
–

it’s
incredibly

disheartening.

4Inever
dated

anyone
from

it.
M

ostly
because

that
idea

ofstyle
and

coolwas
only

just
form

ing
–

Iwas
stillshy

and
aw

kward.
A

lso
–

the
idea

ofbeing
“one

ofthe
boyfriends”

sat
poorly

in
m

y
gut.

T
his

was
particularly

true
as

these
wom

en
began

talking
through

theirrelationships
with

m
en

and
Iwondered

how
these

bozos
couldn’tsee

the
harm

they
were

doing
to

their
girlfriends.

Iwanted
som

ething
else

that
was

hard
to

nam
e.

A

I’m
in

N
ew

H
aven,CT,there

for
A

ni’s
shows

at
the

Palace
Theatre

on
A

pril18th,1997.
Ihave

recently
shaved

m
y

head
and

Ism
ile

w
hen

Isee
A

ni’s
new

bassist,Jason
M

ercer,
sports

a
sim

ilar
haircut.

Ihad
the

cam
pus

barber
take

it
dow

n
with

clippers
and

then
a

girlfrom
m

y
dorm

gave
m

e
the

bic
treatm

ent.Idon’trem
em

berhernam
e

–
Iwillhave

a
light

crush
on

her
for

a
bit

before
settling

into
friendship.

W
e

listen
to

lots
ofC

ow
boy

Junkiestogetherand
rolloureyesatherdorm

neighborwho
doesn’tbelieve

in
deodorant.

I
rem

em
ber

consoling
her

after
an

ST
D

panic
and

the
cam

pus
doctor

sham
ing

her
for

having
sex.

W
e

allm
et

at
a

diner
before

the
show

and
I

rem
em

ber
ordering

a
grilled

cheese
w

ith
m

ushroom
s

and
being

–
not

the
center

ofattention
–

but
for

the
first

tim
e

in
m

y
life

–
charm

ing.
Ihave

a
photo

from
that

night
ofm

e
hugging

M
—

—
that

willsit
on

m
y

desk
for

years.

T
he

show
is

the
show

–
m

y
little

A
niD

iFranco
website

does
wellenough

that
Irank

for
a

photo
pass.

T
his

m
eans

I’m
jam

m
ed

up
by

the
stage.

Igot
som

e
great

pictures
but,

honestly,the
m

ain
benefit

ofthe
pass

is
I’m

able
to

be
jam

m
ed

up
against

the
stage

like
it

was
1995

again.
A

n
older

dude
from

our
group,Tom

,was
the

realphotographer.

W
e

allspend
the

night
at

another
fan’s

house.
Two

fans,actually.
A

straight
presenting

couple,although
the

M
r.scans

a
little

gay
–

or
m

aybe
his

naked
cam

ping
photos

in
the

bathroom
lead

m
e

to
believe

that.
M

en
com

fortable
with

their
bodies

m
ystify

m
e.

Iwill
continue

to
try

and
date

m
en

and
find

the
sex

a
reliefbut

their
vibe

atrocious.
Ihave

never
preferred

their
com

pany.

I
am

,as
always,struck

by
how

good
it

feels
to

be
a

part
ofthis

group
and

w
ish

that
there

were
people

like
this

who
lived

in
m

y
city.

The
glim

m
erofthe

idea
thatm

aybe
the

problem
isn’t

m
e

but
instead

m
y

address
enters

m
y

head.

A

J—
—

and
Iare

driving
between

concerts
–

Ithink
I’m

at
the

w
heel.

Inever
crushed

on
J—

—
like

Idid
on

M
—

—
.

In
those

days
they

were
presenting

butch,strictly
lesbian,so

that
was

a
non-starter.

A
lso,we

just
vibed

m
ore

as
friends.

W
etalked

abouta
lotofthings–

theirrelationship
with

M
—

—
thatwould

end
up

blowing
up

badly
–

but
also

just
the

diffi
culties

ofgrowing
up

a
weird

kid,what
we’d

be
doing

if
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ed
th

os
e
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ca

de
s

ag
o

wa
s

to
ta

lk
to

an
ot

he
r

wo
m

an
.

A
s

a
wo

m
an

.
A

bo
ut

m
y

fe
ar

s.
M

y
ho

pe
s.

M
y

lif
e.

Bi
te

rt
ea

rs
of

re
gr

et
m

ix
ed

wi
th

th
e

te
ar

s
of

jo
y

th
at

I’l
lfi

na
lly

be
ab

le
to

do
th

at
,e

ve
ry

da
y,

fo
r

th
e
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st

of
m

y
lif

e.

A
sk

in
g

to
o

M
uc

h
Th

e
id

ea
fo

rt
hi

sz
in

e
st

ar
te

d
sm

al
l:

ta
ke

m
y

re
vi

ew
so

fs
om

e
lo

ca
lt

ra
ns

/q
ue

er
ro

ck
sh

ow
s

an
d

bo
ok

en
d

th
em

wi
th

tw
o

es
sa

ys
.

Th
e

fir
st

ab
ou

tm
y

fo
rm

er
lif

e
as

a
sli

gh
tly

to
xi

c
fa

n
of

a
to

xi
c

m
us

ici
an

in
a

to
xi

c
tim

e.
Th

e
se

co
nd

a
sm

al
le

ss
ay

ab
ou

th
ow

he
al

in
g

th
e

lo
ca

l
m

us
ic

sc
en

e
ha

s
be

en
.

T
he

n,
as

I
go

t
in

to
m

y
fe

el
in

gs
,t

he
sc

op
e

cr
ep

t.
I

st
ar

te
d

lis
te

ni
ng

to
th

e
ol

d
ta

pe
s,

fe
el

in
g

th
e

ol
d

dr
aw

.
Iw

as
re

m
em

be
rin

g
th

os
e

ye
ar

s
m

or
e

an
d

m
or

e
fo

nd
ly

–
an

d
th

en
Im

ad
e

th
e

m
ist

ak
e

of
re

ad
in

g
an

in
te

rv
ie

w
w

ith
A

ni
ab

ou
t

he
r

au
to

bi
og

ra
ph

y
in

20
19

.
(c

w
:

tr
an

sp
ho

bi
a,

T
ER

F
sh

it)

Y
ou

w
ri

te
th

at
yo

u
sy

m
pa

th
iz

e
w

it
h

bo
th

si
de

s
re

ga
rd

in
g

M
ic

hf
es

t’
s

tr
an

s-
ex

cl
us

io
na

ry
gu

id
el

in
es

:
“I

un
de

rs
ta

nd
th

e
ne

ed
fo

r
tr

an
s

w
om

en
to

fin
d

co
m

m
un

it
y

w
it

h
an

d
be

ac
ce

pt
ed

by
ot

he
r

w
om

en
,

an
d

I
un

de
rs

ta
nd

th
e

ne
ed

fo
r

pe
op

le
w

it
h

re
pr

od
uc

ti
ve

sy
st

em
s,

pe
rc

ei
ve

d
fe

m
al

e
at

bi
rt

h,
to

m
ak

e
sp

ac
e

to
pr

oc
es

s
th

ei
r
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rt
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ul

ar
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ti
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ip
to

pa
tr

ia
rc

hy
.”

T
he

ne
ed

fo
r

an
ex

cl
us

iv
e

sp
ac

e,
I

do
n’

t
ge

t
th

at
,a

s
a

st
up

id
m

an
.

C
ou

ld
yo

u
ex

pl
ai

n
to

m
e

w
hy

?
It

se
em

s
to

m
e

th
at

in
yo

ur
lif

e,
as

a
ci

s
w

om
an

,y
ou

en
co

un
te

r
m

an
y

ot
he

r
ci

s
w

om
en

w
it

h
w

ho
m

yo
u

ca
n

di
sc

us
s

re
pr

od
uc

ti
on

.
To

ha
ve

an
in

st
it

ut
io

n
th

at
ex

cl
ud

es
su

ch
a

ti
ny
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ec

e
of

th
e

po
pu
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ti
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w

ou
ld

se
em

on
ly

to
se

rv
e

to
hu

rt
th

os
e

pe
op

le
.

If
ee

lp
re
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y

st
ro

ng
ly

th
at

th
e

st
au

nc
hn

es
s

of
th

e
vi

be
th

er
e

wa
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no
t

he
lp
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g

th
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st

iv
al
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fe

m
in

ism
in

ge
ne

ra
l.

Bu
tI

do
kn

ow
an

d
ha

ve
ex

pe
rie

nc
ed

ho
w

[fo
r]

wo
m

en
,i

t’s
so

rt
of

th
e

et
er

na
lc

irc
um

st
an

ce
to

be
al

wa
ys

pu
tt

o
th

e
en

d
of

th
e

lin
e.

T
hi

s
is

no
w

ag
ai

n:
“I

t’s
no

t
th

e
tim

e
fo

r
yo

u
to

ha
ve

w
ha

t
yo

u
ne

ed
in

te
rm

so
fa

sp
ac

e
to

pr
oc

es
sy

ou
rr
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tio

ns
hi

p
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pa
tr
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rc
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he
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c
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re
pr

od
uc

tiv
e

sy
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d
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e
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d
ag

ai
n
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d
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y
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ow

?
So

Ic
an

fe
el

th
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na
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ic

of
it.
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an
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e
w

ith
th
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g
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rig
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he
re
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no
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fo

r
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at
!

Ic
on

st
ru
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a
sp
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e

an
d

no
w
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u’
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ng
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“T

ha
t
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o
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e
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u

cr
av
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D
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N
A
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–

SPO
T

IFY
11

feltfrom
the

slightly
olderdykes

I’m
m

ade
uneasy

friendships
with

in
the

past.
A

young
butch

waxesm
elodic

aboutthe
silky

white
sm

ooth
skin

ofhernew
crush.Ifeel–

athom
e

w
ith

these
wom

en.
Ihate

w
hen

the
night

ends
and

we
have

to
part

ways.

In
a

different
world

–
one

m
aybe

five
or

ten
years

later
–

m
y

twenty-nine-year-old
self

would
have

started
putting

the
pieces

together.
But

this
wasn’t

that
world.

T
he

m
usic

scene
was

a
poor

place
for

a
trans

wom
an

to
accept

she
was

trans.

Later
that

sum
m

er
lesbian

icon
D

iane
D

iM
assa

said
the

following
about

trans
wom

en
at

M
itchfest

(cw
:

transphobia,T
ER

F
shit)

[M
ichigan

W
om

yn’s
Festival]is

for
wom

en
w

ho
have

been
at

the
ass-end

of
life

here
on

T
he

Planet
ofthe

A
pes

their
w

hole
life.

T
his

usually
does

not
apply

to
M

T
F’s.

It’s
just

fucking
typicalthat

a
m

an-born
lesbian

can’t
get

the
concept

ofnot
being

allowed
som

ew
here.

A
part

of
m

e
I

couldn’t
clearly

see
longed

to
be

a
queer

wom
an,

but
I

could
never

acknow
ledge

or
see

it
because

the
loudest

and
m

ost
badass

queer
cis

wom
en

ofthe
era

were
horrible

to
trans

wom
en.

M
ost

ofthe
rest

rem
ained

aw
kwardly

silent.
T

hose
w

ho
spoke

up
for

us
had

tiny
platform

s.

O
ver

the
next

few
years,Iwould

continue
to

pullaway
from

the
queer

wom
en’s

m
usic

scene.W
hen,fourth

m
onths

later,Im
oved

to
Portland

I’d
turn

instead
to

club
life,goth

drag,house
parties,and

self-m
edication

via
alcoholas

an
outlet

for
m

y
gender

shit.

June
2023

–
Indiana,PA

–
Spotify

I
reach

the
end

ofthe
long

graveldriveway,sm
ile

at
the

kitschy
A

m
erican

flag
on

the
fake

gatehouse,and
turn

back
around

to
walk

up
the

long
graveldriveway.Elisabeth

told
m

e
she’d

leftthe
flag

as
cam

ouflage
untilshe

had
a

chance
to

assess
and

hopefully
charm

her
affl

uent
ruralneighbors.

It
was

a
m

ood
driving

through
the

Pennsylvania
hills

and
stillseeing

Trum
p

banners
around,particularly

w
hen

Iwas
at

that
peak

aw
kward

ten
m

onths
ofestrogen.

I’m
back

east
to

see
old

friends,kiss
a

wom
an,m

aybe
kiss

a
second,start

m
ending

a
twenty-three-year

estrangem
ent

w
ith

m
y

parents,and
decide

ifm
y

defacto
m

arriage
of

eight
years

is
worth

hanging
on

to.
Being

back
east

and
on

the
road

brought
back

a
lot

ofold
m

usic
m

em
ories.

Iend
up

listening
to

those
early

A
niD

iFranco
album

s
again.

Ifind
m

yselfm
ost

draw
n

to
a

series
ofsongs

she
did

very
early

on
–

Sm
allW

orld,Brief
Bus

Stop,etc.
Sparse

arrangem
ents

–
sim

ple
songs

about
the

radicalact
oftwo

wom
en

talking
to

each
otheroutin

the
world.Istillrem

em
berthe

words.A
sallthose

old
feelings

m
eet

m
y

new
feelings

I’m
crying.

W
ithout

the
sham

e
to

hide
behind

Irealize
allIever

6This
com

m
ent

feeds
m

y
righteous

sense
ofindignation

that
gender

was
even

a
thing

and,
in

retrospect,wounded
the

part
ofm

e
that

wanted
so

m
uch

m
ore.

T
he

show
was

uneventful.
Idid

not
loop

back
w

ith
the

group
for

post-concert
activities.

T
he

horrible
thought

that
this

m
ight

not
last

forever
was

planted
in

m
y

head.

A

M
ay

5th,1999
–

Syracuse,N
Y

–
Landm

ark
T

heatre
Last

Show
Ipark

a
few

blocks
away

and
hoofitoverto

the
theatre

–
Syracuse’s

Landm
ark.Igetto

the
venue

and
I

don’t
see

anyone
I

know
.

N
om

inally
H

—
—

,working
m

erch,but
once

you’re
on

payrolland
show

ing
up

in
songs

you’re
probably

elevated
beyond

norm
alfan

circles.

T
he

show
is

uneventful.
I

leave
a

little
deflated

–
bum

m
ed

out
that

I
seem

to
be

the
last

ofour
old

cohort
from

’96
to

show
up

for
a

show
.

I
get

back
to

the
1984

pow
der

blue
Pontiac

B
onneville

I’d
bought

a
few

years
previous

and
head

dow
n

I-90
towards

R
ochester.

A
bout

halfway
through

m
y

trip
I

realize
the

interior
and

exterior
lights

ofthe
car

are
starting

to
dim

.Thatwhateverwork
I’d

recently
had

done
on

the
alternatorwasn’tdone

right,and
thatifthe

carstalled
out(as

itoften
did

com
ing

to
a

stop)itprobably
wasn’t

going
to

start
again.

T
he

lights
are

barely
working

as
Icom

e
up

on
the

then-hum
an-powered

tollbooths.
I

slow
to

10
M

PH
–

any
slower

and
Irisk

stalling
–

and
Icruise

through
a

closed
lane.

I
wonder

w
hat

sort
ofticket

I’ve
incurred.

A
s

Im
ove

from
highway

to
city

streets
a

car
willoccasionally

flash
itslightsatm

e.Iweave
m

y
way

to
the

m
echanic

on
M

t.H
ope

Ave,
drop

the
keys

in
the

night
slot,and

walk
hom

e.

32
Flavors

of
Tenderqueer

In
the

–
sum

m
er?

fall?
–

of1999
A

niD
iFranco

licensed
her

song,32
Flavors,to

the
N

ational
Football

League
for

use
in

a
prom

otional
video.

To
a

group
of

old-school
fans,grow

ing
less

and
less

entranced
w

ith
her

shifting
im

age,this
presented

the
perfect

opportunity
to

be
really

shitty
online.

Iparticipated
and,looking

back,am
incredibly

em
barrassed

about
m

y
behavior.

The
gen-x

thoughttechnology
ofselling

outseem
s

im
possible

to
understand

ordefend
in

this
day

and
age.

O
ne

ofthose
things

we
borrowed

from
our

boom
er

parents
–

perhaps
an

earnest
attem

pt
to

callout
the

weird
Faustian

bargains
capitalism

expected
ofus
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t,
an

d
su

dd
en

ly
ge

t
T

he
Fe

ar
™

.A
m

Ig
oi

ng
th

e
w

ro
ng

wa
y?

T
he

re
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m
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Yo
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a

M
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ue
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nu
m
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r,

an
d

wh
en

yo
u
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e

th
e
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g

up
yo

u
qu

ick
ly
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th
e
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m
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e
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e
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nt
.
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M
—

—
9

M
—

—
spending

less
energy

teasing
G

—
—

.

M
—

—
and

Idrove
on

to
Toronto

for
a

finalshow
atthe

storied
ElM

ocam
bo

tavern.
At

one
point

we
see

a
dog

in
the

distance
running

right
at

us
and

M
—

—
freezes

–
“W

e’re
going

to
watch

thatdog
get

hit
by

a
car”.

Islow
down

and
the

dog
passes

us
on

the
left,

its
owners

in
hotpursuit.

Ifind
m

yselfin
thatco-dependentbind

ofseeing
M

—
—

wants
to

stop,butIwantto
keep

going
because

this
isn’tourbusiness.W

e
see

the
owners

grab
the

dog
in

the
rearview

m
irrors

and
avoid

having
to

resolve
that

bind.

W
hen

we
getto

the
venue

Idisconnected
hard

from
M

—
—

and
alm

ostim
m

ediately
bum

p
into

a
galIknow

from
the

internet.C—
—

.A
young,short,incredibly

fitraverbaby
dyke

with
whom

Iam
slightly

sm
itten,butin

a
“know

nothing
isgoing

to
happen”

sortofway
because

C
—

—
is

way
too

coolfor
m

e.
Ihang

w
ith

her
and

her
two

other
friends.

W
e

sm
oke

a
bitofa

jointoutside
and

they
assure

m
e

the
cops

don’tcare,and
thatthey

care
even

less
in

Vancouver.

Ihang
with

C—
—

form
ostofthe

night–
she

bum
m

ed
looniesoff

m
e

to
tip

the
bartenders

and
Iobliged.Irealized

Iwasbeing
m

anipulated
butdidn’tm

ind.She
talked

aboutbeing
superexcited

to
see

M
—

—
.

A
pparently,on

M
—

—
’s

lastswing
through

Toronto
she

and
her

boyfriend
had

a
threesom

e
w

ith
C

—
—

,and
Isaw

the
look

ofa
sm

itten
hum

an
w

ho
didn’t

know
nothing

was
going

to
happen.

C—
—

drifted
away

asthe
crowd

bullied
D

—
—

into
m

ultiple
encores.A

fterthe
lastone

I
drifted

back
toward

the
m

erch
table

and
saw

C—
—

talking
with

M
—

—
,and

then
walking

away.
A

s
she

cam
e

towards
m

e
she

had
a

stricken
look

on
her

face

“She
doesn’t

even
like

m
e”

Idon’trem
em

berwhatIsaid.Iprobably
tried

to
be

com
forting.Im

ighthave
said

M
—

—
was

a
hard

wom
an

to
love.

C—
—

and
Isaid

our
goodbyes.

This
was

the
last

tim
e

Isaw
her.

A
s

Iapproached
the

m
erch

table
M

—
—

was
clearly

irritated
and

distraught,and
tried

to
talk

m
e

into
taking

the
bus

back
to

R
ochester

instead
ofdriving

m
e

dow
n

there,as
agreed.Ifound

som
e

innerreserve
ofbackbone

and
said

“N
o,Ican’tafford

that,and
the

bus
would

be
getting

in
at

a
super

sketchy
hour

w
ith

no
way

back
to

m
y

place
for

m
e”.

W
e

drive
the

three
hours

back
to

R
ochester

in
aw

kward,m
ostly

silence.
M

—
—

slept
on

m
y

floor
(because

I
had

no
couch).

W
e

said
our

goodbyes
in

the
m

orning
and

she
left

w
ithout

breakfast.

W
e

rem
ained

in
touch,but

m
uch

m
ore

distant.
I’d

see
her

again
in

2010
w

hen
Iwas

in
Los

A
ngeles

for
a

work
thing.

D
inner

and
drinks

w
ith

her
husband.

Iwould
observe

her
to

be
a

very
nervous

and
anxious

person
–

quirks
Ionce

thought
ofas

boldness
m

asking
an

insecurity.
W

e
had

a
fine

tim
e,butIdecided

this
wasn’ta

person
Iwanted

in
m

y
life

anym
ore.

8W
e

m
ade

it
into

C
anada,passing

through
M

ontrealand
on

to
W

akefield.
T

his
was

m
y

first
visit

to
Q

uebec,and
the

French
language

on
allthe

billboards
charm

ed
m

e.
T

he
owner

ofthis
venue

did
not

charm
m

e.
The

Black
Sheep

was
a

bar
under

a
second-story

hostel,butthe
ownerm

ade
itclearhe

was
not

running
a

hoteland
Isuggested

to
M

—
—

that
we

start
finding

a
place

to
stay

the
night.

M
ore

experienced
in

road
m

atters,she
said

som
ething

thatam
ounted

to
don’tworry

aboutit,and
afterraking

in
a

packed
house

worth
ofprofits

the
ow

ner
seem

ed
less

worried
about

M
—

—
,D

—
—

,and
m

e
spending

the
night

in
the

old
hostelbeds.

Iwoke
up

early,stilla
restless

sleeper.
Itried

reading
the

copy
ofYou

ShallK
now

O
ur

Velocity
Ihad

picked
up

that
seem

ed
popular

w
ith

allthe
M

icroserfs
pilled

hom
e

page
people

Ifollowed
online,but

it
said

nothing
to

m
e

about
m

y
life.

Instead,Iturned
its

blank
frontcoverinto

a
journal,and

started
to

write
outm

y
anxieties

aboutM
—

—
,and

how
m

y
idea

ofher
was

changing
the

m
ore

tim
e

Ispent
w

ith
her.

Iwent
into

the
sm

alltown
and

found
nothing

open
buta

bodega-like
m

arket.
Iacquired

som
e

sortofm
anufactured

food
forbreakfast,nodding

atthe
shopkeeper,afraid

to
display

m
y

lack
of

French
language.

I
returned

to
the

not-hostel
to

find
M

—
—

and
D

—
—

discussing
details

ofthe
next

show
w

ith
one

ofthe
fans

from
last

night
hanging

around
D

—
—

.
It

was
clear

neither
D

—
—

nor
the

fan
had

spent
the

night
alone.

Thesedisplaysofroad-poly
alwaysm

adem
euncom

fortable–
theidea

ofnon-m
onogam

ous
relationshipshad

a
pullon

m
e,butthe

way
these

road
relationshipsneverseem

ed
to

have
clear

agreem
ents

and
often

left
one

or
both

parties
feeling

done
w

rong
always

m
ade

m
e

believe
Iwas

w
itness

to
the

start
ofsom

e
future

dram
a.

The
m

eeting
adjourned

and
M

—
—

announced
itwasfood

tim
e,and

thatwe
were

m
eeting

som
eone

she
knew

nam
ed

G
—

—
.

W
e

proceeded
to

a
food

spot
that

had
“popular

on
M

other’s
D

ay”
vibes.

G
—

—
turned

outto
be

a
very

shy
and

nerdy
young

m
an.

Trucker
glasses,a

vibe
we’d

now
say

was
slightly

autistic,and
stilllearning

how
to

m
ove

in
the

world.
M

—
—

was
–

not
kind

to
him

.

She
relished

m
aking

him
uncom

fortable
and

em
barrassed.

It
went

beyond
the

point
of

m
y

com
fort.

A
s

Isaw
her

thoughtlessness
border

on
cruelty

Isaw
a

younger
version

of
m

yselfin
G

—
—

.
Iwondered

ifthe
way

M
—

—
was

treating
G

—
—

was
the

way
M

—
—

had
treated

m
e.

A
convenient

am
usem

ent.

A
t

one
point

she
was

talking
about

old
70s

gay
culture

and
was

joking
about

the
dick

dock
–

the
Provincetow

n
beach

that
was

a
notorious

cruising
ground.

M
—

—
started

m
ockingly

asking
G

—
—

ifhe
was

looking
for

a
trip

to
the

dick
dock

and
som

ething
in

m
e

snapped
into

place,and
Isteered

the
conversation

away
from

G
—

—
and

towards
m

e.

“A
nd

allm
y

generation
got

was
a

basem
ent

tea
room

in
the

student
union”

There
wasan

awkward
silence

asIturned
cruising

from
a

joke
to

tease
G

—
—

with
into

a
realthing

thatIknew
aboutand

m
aybe

participated
in.Conversation

resum
ed,butwith


